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he MRC/Tamiya Porsche is a 1/12 Scale Turbo

model. The data for this kit is as follows: Power:

Electric motor powred by 4ea. “C" cells; Length:
14.5"; Weight: 2.6 Ibs.; Materials: ABS plastic body; Du-
raluminum chassis; ABS plastic with semi-pneumatic tires for
the wheels; and a gear assembly of stainless steel shafts,
bronze bushings, and Derlin gears.

Special features include four possible gear ratios — 19.4,
15.5, 5.8, and 4.7:1; differential; two forward and two reverse
speeds. Parts are organized in construction units and pac-
kaged in several plastic bags that are numbered and labeled
with the parts they contain, in a blister pack, and two boxes. It
also includes several sheets of plastic parts, the front and rear
body sections, and a couple of sheets of adhesive-backed
decals.

A glimpse at the completed car quickly suggests that this is
not a two or three piece snap-together toy. You can't get here
from there. It takes lots of pieces to end up with the scale, good
performing R/C car like this one. And there are lots of pieces.
We spent about 4 hours one evening assembling the chassis,
motor, wheels, and gears. Then it took about another 5 hours
the next day to build the body, install the radio, and add the
decals. Sure, we work slow, but we enjoy the work. And this is
enjoyable, not frustrating building.

This kit includes a detailed 16 page construction manual
complete with a trouble shooting section. The construction
part of the manual relies mainly on the use of exploded view
diagrams of the several stages of construction. While it's
easier to study a diagram than to read pages of a text, there
were a few places in which we wished they had also used a
couple more words. No real problems though.

The two forward and reverse speeds are controlled simply
through the use of a printed circuit board with rotary wipers.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Manniactored BY. . iinmrsassmnimaansisns spbios besatsireaey MRC
2500 Woodbridge Avenue
Edison, New Jersey 08617

Mig. Suggested Refail Price .......coovvevivianinnnninen, $54.98
AVANERIC FIOM) - oo oii's snpusins bbb sfsranais saromoials s s Retall Oullets
DATA:
POWOE. s v b i s e v s e Eleclric motor powered
by dea "C" cells
LEOIN svitimcioi i mmiinaton o ndinsioimso b sy b 14.5 Inches
Walght iocsicriimvonsain vonisunsmaiesysmsaiics s 2.6 Pounds
MATERIALS:
BOMYE vvsinessenioinannsm siess s vimtapbiosy smd ag onsigsisian s @ ABS Plastic
CRASEISE L isiiiais ania v pudhs sa A s s s ia s i ale Duraluminum
WRBEIEE ot s St S AR A R S e ABS Plastic
with semi-pneumalic lires
Goar ASSBMDBIY v i b enbaln el Stainless steel shafts,

This unit comes fully assembled and wired. When installed,
movement in one direction connects two batteries to the motor
for slow speed. Further movement of the wiper in the same
direction adds the other two batteries in the circuit. When the
switch is rotated in the opposite direction, the same thing
happens, but with reversed polarity. A simple, trouble-free
set-up.

The only difficulty encountered with this unit was that, even
with the longest arm on our throttle servo, we could get only
enough throw to get one speed in reverse. While we could
have added an extended arm, however, we are quite satisfied
with using only the slower speed for reverse.

to page 134
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Buich Kroells, the 1st World R/C Car
Champion with 6°, 2" trophy presented by
OCRCAR Ciub.

I t had to happen. It was just a

. A | |

matter of time. But most people

didn't really believe we were
ready for such a huge event as this was,
at this time. It all actually started 2 years
ago, when Ted Longshaw, from Eng-
land, told me he thought he could get at
least a dozen drivers to come to a World
R/C Car Championship Race in the
U.S., if we could stage such an event. |
told him | thought we could and im-
mediately received the cooperation of
the Orange County Club in Southern
California to stage this event. But the
"Orange Counly track was not good
enough for a Championship Event such
as this. After checking several other lo-
cations, John Thorp offered his track in
Pomona, California, to hold the race.
This is really a fabulous track with super
traclion and very smooth. Plans went
ahead and entries started pouring in. We
had 45 Foreign entries and 67 U.S. en-
tries! The U.S. entries were limited to
Expert and top Amateur Class drivers
only. We wanted to hold the entries
down so there would be enough practice
time for everyone.

The race was scheduled for July 2, 3,
and 4. About June 10, the first foreign
drivers arrived. Bob Reid and Johan Pre-
torius came all the way from South Af-
rica, They said they wanted to be ready.
Eight days before the race, on a Friday,
myself and a few of our team members
went to the track and the 9 member Ita-
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'70 of the 117 entries in the World R/C Car

Champlionship race at Thorp Raceway,
Pomona, Calif., July 2,3 & 4, 1977.

./

twice European
USA

Franco Sabattini,
Champlon, with Bill Jianas,
Champion.

\

X .Q@l e v .\
Among the fastest forelgn entries, as a
team, were the English with their new P.B.
cars. Phll Booth = winner of the “B" Main,
Ted Longshaw - President of EFRA, Dave
Preston and daughter Debbie Preston,
who cerlalnly must be the best woman
driver in the world.

lian Team had arrived. By Sunday, most
of the drivers had arrived for a full weeks
practice. All of the U.S. drivers were
wondering, "How fast are the Euro-
peans?” and they in turn were wonder-
ing, "How fast are the Americans?" It
was hard to compare performances
ahead of time, because the European
entries had to run a quieter muffler, but
they were also allowed to run smaller

That “T" shirt is a little misleading. The
man wearing It is Michal Wickens from
England who had nothing but problems
and received the Forelgn Hard Luck
Trophy. With him Is Phll Greeno, also from
England, who had the fastest motors from
the foreign entries.

Thorp’s track has super traction, very’
smooth and everyone said they were going
around corners faster than ever before.
The large round “Plow Discs” in corners
discourage corner cutting, without
hurting cars.

|

AX
Mike Reedy, with the help of Bill Watson
and Antonlo Delazoppa, and Bob Stevens
timing equipment, ran a very smooth race
with no major difficulties.

tires and larger fuel tanks and wings.
My first impressions of the I[talian
team, was that their cars were too flexi-
ble. They seemed to have a lot of
bounce. | asked Ted Longshaw about
this, and he said “"Don't worry, by race
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Timing stand is on the R.H. side with one
lap counter for each car. Each individual
lap time was recorded. Many comments
were made to the effect, “l wish we had a
track like this back home."

Al Chucks beautilul Concours wmhmg
Porsche 30 KL Sports Car.

\
3 ik q«q&:&

f‘: Q\, 4 #\ {)

- N, /

Régier Curlis, !rom Southern Calif.,, won
the ““C”’ Main by 10 laps.

m

Phil Booth, from England, won the “B"
Main.

day they'll have them working. It's al-
ways this way." The Italian Team with
the 5.G. car was Eurapean Champion in
1974-75 with Franco Sabattini driving,
and also in 1976, with Ronnie Ton driv-
ing. They were both here and they are
both gifted Champion drivers.

The team that really made me think
we were in a lot of trouble was the En-

Phil Booth's P.B. car. Notice the rear tires

are smaller than the fronts. Large round
unit behind K & B 3.5 is a very quiet
muffler.

The first World R/C Car Champlon - Buich
Kroells.
e Fes

Bulch s Associaled RC 100 car uses K & B
3.5 power with Futaba radio. The K & B 3.5
was used by virtually everyone except the
Italian team, who used the Super Tigre.

Futaba was also the most popular radio.

National Champion, Bill Jianas, was Top
Qualifier and placed 2nd in the “A" Main.

glish Team with their new P.B. Interna-
lional car. They seemed to be about
ready to race as soon as they arrived.
They have excellent drivers, the cars
handle very good, and on top of this,
they're running 50% nitro, so their cars
were exceptionally fast on the
straightaway, easily as fast as anyone
else's car on the straightaway.

Gene Husting hangs in there to take 3rdrin
the "“A" Main.

Team ltaly (not in order), Masse Mares,
Alberto Cantoni, Sergio Agostino, Waller
Collina, Franco Sabattini, Umberto Bisl,
Guerrino Stanzini & Leonardo Garofali
(Mr. Super Tigre — not shown).

Team England - Doug Blair, Dave Preston,
girl (sorry), Ted Longshaw, Keith Plested,
Phil Greeno, Phil Booth, and Debbie
Preston.

Team Swilzerland - Antonio Delazoppa,
Stig Anderson, Udo Franke, Jean-Pierre
Weber.

On Monday, Rich Lee, with his As-
sociated RC100 car, was turning laps
consistently one second faster than
anyone else there.

On Tuesday, Ted Longshaw, Phil
Booth and Dave Preston were at the
Associated factory gluing tires "“The
same as Rich Lee's" on their wheels.

On Wednesday, Ken Campbell and
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Team Sweden (not in order), Roy
Persson, Kjell Krusberg, Rune

Sahlberg, Bo Japlin, Hans Crispin.

Team France - Jean Pierre Lemaitre
and Patrick Rigot.

Team Japan - Yoshi Yokobori,
Shoichi Mochizuki and Yuji Taki.

Team So. Africa -Johan Pretorius and
Bob Reid.

|

Arturo Carbonell were at the Associated
factory gluing tires “The same as Rich
Lee's"” on their front wheels. The As-
sociated rubber seemed to work equally
well on everyone else's car who tried
them. Although Thorp had a good supply
of these tires, they were gone by Friday.
I think that just about everything else that
Thorp had in is store was also just about
sold out by the end of the week.

With a whole weeks practice time, the
racers had plenty of time to practice and
still had a lot of time to get to know each
other. | want to say that it was a great
honor and thrill for me to meet and talk to
Franco Sabattini and Ronnie Ton -
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“A" MAIN

Place Name Laps Qual. Country Car
Time

1 Butch Kroells 120 576.1 USA-CA. Associated
2 Bill Jianas 118 542.6 USA-CA. Associated
3 Gene Husting 117 569.0 USA-CA. Associated
4 Mike Rowland 117 575.5 USA-CA. Associated
5 Rich Lee i16 561.8 USA-CA. Associated
6 Matt Azzara 116 561.8 USA-CA. Associated
7 Chuck Phelps 112 556.9 USA-AZ. Associated
8 Jeff Rold 112 569.7 USA-CA. Magnum
9 Gary Buriani 41 580.0 USA-CA. Associated
10 Arturo Carbonell 34 571.8 USA-FL. Delta

“B" MAIN
1 Phil Booth 110 596.6 England PB
2 Gary Grossenbacher 108 598.0 USA-AZ. Associated
3 Debbie Preston 106 590.9 England PB
4 Bill Campbell 103 589.4 USA-MO. Delta
5 Dave Dawson 101 592.8 USA-IN. Delta
6 Reiner Dosch 92 592.0 Germany PB
7 Bill Coalson 90 592.0 USA-MO. Delta
8 Franco Sabatlini 60 601.0 ltaly SG
9 Rick Davis . 55 590.5 USA-ML. Scralch-built
10 John Thorp 40 593.0 USA-CA. Thorp

“C"” MAIN
1 Roger Curtis 100 605.5 USA-CA. Associated
2 Bob Titterington 89 606.9 USA-CA. Titan
3 Ted Longshaw 87 605.2 England PB
4 Mike Queller 85 601.3 USA-TX. Della
5 Bob Welch 80 603.7 USA-WA. MRP
6 Johan Pretorius 73 603.5 South Africa Associated
7 Chuck Hallum 51 604.6 USA-CA. HRE
8 Jay Kimbrough 41 603.5 USA-CA. Associated
9 Don Stewart 8 602.2 USA-CA. J-Car
10 Gary Kyes DNS 601.1 USA-CA, MRP
Top Qualltier TrOPRY -uciiv e iviwa s il wissiatams i s ierid o dinim s sats as s e s Bill Jianas
CONCOLTIE TIODRY i imv i, ool boun e S A SR B ST AN e P s el A Al Chuck
Hard LUl FOPB B - araatics sttt snif Micesmisisisinmamecn dipis ALs aovssimsstyom aasprals Mike Wickens
HartlLUGK, USA i v vesmime s misim i ol sl s sy s eies s sre vib s e b e biwr v Neil Tilbor

A BIG THANKS to our trophy sponsors: OCRCAR, Dick McCoy, Assoclated, Delta Mfg.,
Racing Circuits, HRE, Ted Longshaw, Parma, RPM, JA-LEA, Delta Systems, Bill Watson,

G.B. Models, and **J"-Car.

European Champions, Phil Booth and
Dave Preston - English Champions, Kar-
Ilheinz Will, Reiner Dosch and Uwe
Schildbach - German Champions, Udo
Franke - Swiss Champion, Patrick Rigot
- French Champion, Bob Reid - South
African Champion, Yuji Taki and Shoichi
Mochizuki - Japan Champions. |
thoroughly enjoyed talking to all the
drivers most of whom could speak En-
glish. The one exception was the Italian
Team - only one of them spoke English
and it seemed as though they didn't re-
ally care whether or not anyone talked to
them, and they sure didn’t go out of their
way to talk to anyone else. They just
continually worked on their cars from 10
o'clock in the morning till night, every
day. They definitely were the hardest
working group at the race. On Thursday
night, a group of Americans took the 9
member Italian Team and the three
German drivers to Shakey's Pizza Par-

lour and gave them all the pizza, fried
chicken, wine and beer they could eat
and drink. The Italian Team ended up on
stage singing their National Anthem a
couple of times. From there, they took
them to a Malibu Grand Prix track, which
has “U" Drive Formula | type cars in 3/4
scale. You get in the cars and drive
around a road course which takes about
one minute. The cars handle so fantasti-
cally well that you have the feeling of a
true Formula | car, only at a safer speed.
Each of your laps is electronically timed.
It is so much fun driving one of these
cars that you just don't want to get out.
And that’s exactly what happened. They
got in the cars and didn't get out till clos-
ing time! The next day at Thorp's they
were friends with everyone! The Ameri-
cans were okay. It was a truly great feel-
ing!

On Thursday, Thorp put the “Plow
Disc" corner markers on the track, which




discourages corner culting. Bill Jianas
and Chuck Phelps, with their Associated
cars, were turning in the fastest practice
laps.

Friday, Bill and Chuck were still the
quickest in practice. Everyone else was
also going quicker, notably Malt Azzara
and Mike Rowland, both of whom were
smoothly flying around the track. Mike is
probably one of the most unselfish rac-
ers there is. He has helped everyone
with their cars and it was good to see him
running so well. Jeff Rold and Arturo
Carbonnell were also looking very good
— as uswal. The foreign drivers were
now starting to look much better and
some that | thought would easily make
one of the 3 "A", “B" or "C" 10 car Main
Events were Franco Sabattini, with his
Super Tigre powered S.G. car; Phil
Booth, Dave Preston and Ted
Longshaw driving P.B. cars; Phil
Greeno's P.B. car who had the most
horsepower of any Foreign car with
K & B motor and super quiet muffler.
The English.cars were so quiet you ac-
tually had to be quiet and listen to hear
them run. And would you believe there
was a girl driver on the English team that
looked as great as any man driver?
Dave Presion's daughter, Debbie, isone
fantasic driver. She's very calm, very
smooth, and very fast. Bob Reid and
Johan Pretorius from South Africa were
as fast as any foreign entries with their
Associated cars. Karlheinz Will — As-
sociated and Reiner Dosch — P.B. from
Germany, were running good lap times.
Ronnie Ton from Holland with his S.G.
was runing very fast laps.

The race schedule consisted of every
racer receiving one 5 minute practice
session on Saturday July 2 and one 30
lap qualifying race. The same schedule
on Sunday with the single best qualifying
race counting. On Monday there was
practice in the morning and then the 3
main events. The 120 lap “A" Main for
the 10 fastest cars, the 110lap “B" Main
for the next 10 fastest cars, and the 100
“C" Main for the next 10 cars.

On Saturday everyone was given a
beautiful program which was prepared
by Dean Brown and Chuck Hallum and
was printed by Model Builder Magazine.
Bob Steven's super accurate timing
equipment was set up. Bob had volun-
teered to call the race but a serious ill-
ness with a close friend prevented him
from being there, so Mike Reedy and Bill
Watson joined forces and did a tre-
mendous job in running the race. In spite
of a language barrier, from 10 participa-
tion countries, the whole event went off
very smoothly, especially with the help
of Antonio Delazoppa from Switzerland,
who did all the translating for us.

The super fast turn marshals from the
Ventura Club were ready; Dave Shuck
and the efficient lap counters were
ready; and the Official Recorder, Cal
Roe, and Joe Tentschert the Starter,
were all ready to go.

The qualifying heats were set up using
practice limes from Thursday and Fri-
day. The heats consisted of 6 cars each,
basically with 3 USA drivers and 3
Foreign drivers in each heat. The fastest
cars ran in the last heats, with a few
variances due to frequency conflicts.

Everyone naturally wanted to make
the “A" Main. A lot of drivers were pres-
sing too hard costing them lost time.
When we started getting down to the last
heats, the times started dropping — as
expected. The 30 lap times were
counted in total seconds, and a couple
were under 600 seconds until Rich Lee
came along and turned a super fast
561.8! Rich had done a lot of experi-
menting during the week, and he finally
went back to his early week set-up and
was flying. Jeff Rold, with his Mike
Reedy scratch-built car, turned 569.7,
and Arturo Carbonell had 571.8.

In the next heat, Matt Azzara turned
an effortless 561.8, | got through with
569.0 and Mike Rowland followed with
575.5. The last heat of the day, was the
one everyone was waliting for. Everytime
Bill Jianas got on the track, during prac-
tice, all the stopwatches came out. Now
it was to be an official time. The heat
started, but within a couple laps, Jianas
was out with an engine that refused to
idle! The fans weren't disappointed
though, as Chuck Phelps turned in a
record breaking 556.9.

Sunday’s qualifying was a do-or-die
effort for a lot of racers, including Bill
Jianas. Bill was now running a motor
built by Bill Newlin. He was placed in a
slow heat, because of his no time from
the day before. But this was meant to be
Bill's day. Everyone was crowded
around the track to witness a truly mag-
nificent masterpiece of driving skill. Do
to the slower cars in his heat, Bill had to
continually pass cars, while trying to get
a fast time. Everyone was totally
amazed at his driving skill and at their
stopwaltches which read a record break-
ing performance of 542.6!! | think Chuck
Hallum expresses prefectly what Top
Qualifier means when he wrote in the
program “Often the top qualifier does
not go on to win the main race due to
racing luck, but technically, the Top
Qualifier has the fastest and best pre-
pared car. The Top Qualifier trophy,
sponsored by HRE, is to recognize the
dedication, preparation and outstanding
ability of the fastest driver in the world.”
Well said, Chuck.

Butch Kroells' qualifying heat was not
exceptionally fast, but very important.
Butch likes to try to drive with lock up
brakes and total oversteer. An almost
impossible combination. For the first 15
laps he was holding his own in his heat,
but not going fast enough to make the
“A" Main, then fuel was spilled on his
brakes in the pit stop, which took away
some of his brakes, and smoothed out
his driving, allowing him to turn some
fast consistent laps which gave him a

time of 576.1. Gary Buriani turned a
580.0 to qualify.

The last qualifying heat, which had all
the fast drivers in, turned out to be terri-
ble. Half of them were trying too hard,
banging into other cars, slowing down
the times, so no one went faster than the
day before. But they learned a lesson
from it.

On Monday, July 4th, we were ready
for the Mains. The 100 Lap "C" Main
was up first. Roger Curtis got off in the
lead and started to open it up. Jay Kim-
brough got off to a bad start, but started
passing cars, and by the 10th lap he was
right behind Roger, but then he had a
long pit stop. Bob Titterington took over
second. Johan Pretorius was passing a
lot of cars moving up, but then he lost a
lot of time in the pits. Roger Curtis led the
race from beginning to end with Bob Tit-
terington, 11 laps back, finishing sec-
ond, Ted Longshaw, running great for
third, Mike Queller fourth and Bob Welch
fifth. It was obvious that Roger should
have been in a faster Main.

The 110 lap "B" Main was next. Gary
Grossenbacher led the first part of the
race, but he was being hard pressed by
Rick Davis, who was really running
great. A crash between Rick and Jon
Thorp took both cars out. Gary con-
tinued to lead in a very close race. At 100
laps he was still ahead, but ran out of
fuel, which dropped him to second and
gave Phil Booth the lead. Phil wenton to
win; with Gary Grossenbacher second,
Debbie Preston third, Bill Campbell
fourth and Dave Dawson fifth.

The “A" Main was up next. This is the
one everybody had been waiting for.
The one which would decide the World
Champion. The cars were flagged off to
a perfect start with Butch Kroells taking
the lead. | was right behind Butch and
then there was a group of cars behind
me. Butch started opening up his lead as
| too started to put some distance on the
other cars. About the 10th lap a red,
white and blue car was coming up on
me. It was Bill Jianas who passed me
and took over second. About the
20th lap Bill caught Butch and took over
the lead, but 2 laps later on his pil stop,
the engine died and he lost 2 laps. Butch
again had the lead and was stretching it
out. Butch had realized after his qualify-
ing heat yesierday, that the car was a lot
easier to drive and go faster if he didn't
use lock-up brakes. His car was perfect
and he was doing a perfect driving job,
not taking any unnecessary chances,
just plain going fast and looking good.

I was still holding down second, but
here came this red, white and blue car
again. Bill passed me, and in what
seemed like only 20 laps, he passed me
again to take over 2nd. But then his en-
gine died again in the pits costing him
another 2 laps.

After about 60 laps, Butch had a one

to page 102
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MOTHER'’S (RC Modeling)
DAY IN JAPAN

from page 95

fun, games and the type of friendship
that seems hard to come-by these days.
Planning for the 3rd Mother's Day Con-
test has already been started!! O

PIT STOP

from page 93/90

lap lead. | was still in second, but Mike
Rowland, Matt Azzara and Rich Lee
were right behind with all of us on the
same lap. You just couldn't afford to
make a mistake with the competition that
close. Here came that red, white and
blue car to pass me again. With 110 laps
down and only 10to go, Butchnowhad a
2 lap lead. Jianas passed me to take
over 2nd place. On the last lap, with only
3 corners to go, Mike Rowland passed
me, but | repassed him in the nextcorner
as Butch Kroells took the checkered flag
with Bill Jianas 2 laps down in second,
myself 3rd, Mike Rowland 4th and Rich
Lee 5th.

Hail the first World Champion —Butch
Kroells!

At the awards banquet that night,
which was attended by 177 racers and
wives, Chuck Hallum presented the 6
foot 2 inch tall trophy to Butch and Butch
was given a standing ovation by
everyone. He certainly deserved it.

| know everyone had enjoyed them-
selves with all the racing, but 1 think the
greatest feeling that was in the hearts of
everyone, was that we had thoroughly
enjoyed each others company and that
we had made a whole world of new
friends, who we would certainly be look-
ing forward to meeting again in 2 years
at the next World R/C Car Champion-
ship in Europe. (]

POWER BOATING

from page 87/86

time it will be necessary to correct it.

A word of warning: don’t go off for a
canof beer, or achat with the otherguys,
leaving the power pack on charge.
Chances are, you will forget it — but if
you do, don't worry, the explosion will
remind you! Having actually had this
happen to me, | got chicken and incorpo-
rated a timing device in the charger. This
is a clockwork timer with an electrical
switch built into it. When everything is
connected up, no current flows until the
timer is set. Then, even if | go away and
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forget it, it will switch itself off at the right
time. My timer runs for 20 minutes,
which is about as much as you will ever
need.

If you have got a very powerful electric
motor in your boat, you will notice at the
end of a fast run that the power pack is
pretty warm. It is not advisable to charge
at above 6 amps until it has cooled
down. If you really must fast-charge,
here's a tip: take the power pack out of
the boat, put it in a very thin plastic bag,
and dunk itin the lake for a minute or so.
Those cells will cool down real fast, Inci-
dentally, it is interesting to note that after
a fast charge, the end voltage of the
pack will be higher than if slow charging
is used, but the cells will be quite warm,
and it is not advisable to use them in this
condition. So, repeat the same trick with
the plastic bag, and you'll get an addi-
tional bonus because the end voltage
will stay higher. This is mainly of interest
to those people who make record at-
tempts.

And there you are fellows, you know
as much about charging nicads as | do,
now. Incidentally, credit must be given
for a lot of this research, to Dave Wooley
and Rod Burman, who publish it in an
English magazine. | will only add that |
have checked all their findings, and can
bear them out.

One of the results of all this playing
around with electrics is that | am getting
rather hooked on the subject, and have
got to the point where | intend to build a
really lightweight hull, and see just what
sort of speed | can get out of it in a
straight line. To make the hull really
strong, as well as light, | am going to use
carbon fibers. | have seen a glider fuse-
lage reinforced with these, and the
strength of the thing was just out of this
world. Of course, I'm not looking for
strength, so much as rigidity, but the two
go together. When | have had a go at it,
maybe I'll tell you how it went.

*

In the meantime, let's change the sub-
ject and talk about something quite dif-
ferent. Have you noticed how fast not
only hulls, but also the material they are
made of, is changing these days? There
are of course still a lot of wooden hulls
around, but glass-fibre is becoming
more and more popular. The reason for
this, in my mind, is that people now have
more cash available to spend on a pas-
time such as boating, but they want to
get right out there and start driving,
rather than waste time having to build
the hull themselves and, of course, a
glass-fibre hull does mean of a lot of
construction time saved.

Anyway, what started this train of
thought was the fact that | have just
started building a Graupner Taifun,
which is a ski-boat kit; the hull of which is
made of ABS plastic. This sounds okay
until we get to the engine, which is up to
5ce. | have always understood that it is
not a good idea to put an I/C engineinan

ABS hull, because the vibrations make
the plastic become very brittle over a
period of time, and eventually, it will
break up. In fact, | have actually seen
boats where this has happened. Now,
here is the biggest producer in Europe,
and certainly one of the biggest in the
world, advocating the use of a glow
motor in an ABS hull. Graupner is cer-
tainly not known for making stupid mis-
takes, and | can't see them risking their
very high reputation without having tried
the thing out first, so | guess that it will
probably be alright.

The ‘Taifun’ with engine and
stern-tube fixed in place. Notice
expanded foam, used to prevent
sinking (I’'m an optimist!).

The Graupner ‘Taifun’ hull in ABS,
with some of the reinforcing parts
builtin,

The reason for my building this model
is that my own ski boat, which | buiit
while | was in the Army in Berlin, 'round
about 19686, has just fallen to pieces. It
was made of plywood, well fuel-proofed,
but over the years the oil crept into the
wood, until it was only luck and a lot of
heavy praying that kept it together. |
need to replace it because | have no-
thing else suitable for towing my skiers,
which | use quite a lot, and | thought that
the Taifun would make a good replace-
menlt, especially since it looks like a real
ski boat.

But now | have a problem — every
single glue, with the exception of one,
that | have tried on the ABS, has refused
to stick properly. And you can believe
me when | say that | have tried just about
everything. It may be that this is a new
type of ABS — in fact it is quite probable
— butthe fact remains that only one glue
will even look at it. Guess what? The
good, old-fashioned balsa cement! The
reason is most probably that balsa ce-
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SUPER Silicone Fuel Line

o Fuel Proof o Won't Get Hard

o Resists Kinks ¢ Stays on Fittings

Designed with the high demands of
competition flyers in mind.

This is a quality fuel line especially
designed to resist kinks and hold
tight on fitlings.

(Avarable in Smatl, Medum and Large)

USED BY THE CHAMPIONS:
Dave Brown ¢ Phil Kraft = Steve Helms

Prather
Custom Motor Mounts

NEW'  Shrink Down

- Tubing

NEW!

¢ Machined from alum-
inum bar slock
o Pre-drilled and lapped

o Light weight

e Holds wires on
push rod ends

e Reinforces plug
wire ends

Clarence Lee Says, "one of the
highest stiength 1o weight ratios
* of any motor mount."

small: 98¢ for plug wire ends

Avallable for: K&B-40, ST-X-40, Veco 60, $429
Large: 12 1or 114" 10 3/8” push rods

0.S. 60, Tigre 60, Kraft 60, Webra 60.
(Also available undrilled) Fils engines with pumps.

N 1660 RAVENNA AVE.
/= PRATHER PRODUCTS i mingToN, cA 90744

THE MOST COMPLETE
STOCK OF AERO AND
BOATS IN THE FAR EAST.

HANDLING EUROPEAN,
U.S.A. AND JAPANESE
RADIO CONTROL, KITS
AND ACCESSORIES.

ENQUIRIES INVITED

RADAR CO., LTD.

3, OBSERVATORY RD., KOWLOON, HONG KONG.
TEL.: 3-680507
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MRC/TAMIYA

from page 59

We built the entire kit with a cyano-
acrylate adhesive except for those
places where a hot screwdriver is used!
We didn't plan to paint the model be-
cause it is just about the same color as a
Porsche we used to have. To overcome
the plastic mold look and get rid of the
adhesive finger prints and drips, we rub-
bed out the body with a finish grade of
rubbing compound. To add a little
gleam, we wiped the job down with Ar-
mour All. Looks great. If you would want
to paint the car, we'd recommend chang-
ing the consiruction seguence some-
what so you'll get the entire body as-
sembled but without the windows, door
handles, lights, and so on in place. Once
they're glued down you can't unglue
them. And they'd be impossible to mask.

While there seems to be some slop in
the steering linkage — enough to make
more experienced R/C people break out
in a cold sweat, the slop is not apparent
at all in the handling of the car — so why
worry? | guess | just like to worry about
those kinds of things.

In operation we've used the car mainly
on the street in front of our house, com-
plete with a chalk drawn track. (Damn
kids in the neighborhood who beat my
time!) We've also chased the cats
around the house and the secretaries at
the office. As a side benefit we found that
with a flat piece of corrogated cardboard
taped to the roof, itis a quick way togeta
cup of coffee. Don't make any sharp
turns at the high speed though unless
you're using double stick tape under the
coffee cup. The car does turn sharp and
tracks very well.

Because the handling of the car is so
positive, it probably won't take long be-
fore you wish you could speed it up a bit.
It only takes a minute to change the pin-
ion gear to change the gear ratio. Even
at the highest speed, the design of the
car and materials used are such that it's
hard to see how even a head-on run into
the curb could cause much damage —
though we couldn't bring ourselves to
check out our car that way. It looks so
great and runs so well that we couldn't
deliberately try anything that might even
scratch itl

The MRC/Tamiya 1/12 scale Porsche
is not only something to admire sitting on
your desk or mantle, it's a great fun toy.
We also imagine that it could also serve
as a trainer for folks new to R/C not only
to familiarize themselves with radio in-
stallation and operation, but also to help
learn those right and lefts coming and
going. "Drivers, man (person) your
transmitters” ]
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